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Friendship‘Termination E arns of_ColleoeTWomen anc

ABSTRACT - -

College‘ﬁomen’s~and men’s retrospective>accoonts of recently

. ‘v o
~term1nated or deterxorated close same—se friendships and changes
in the1r +r1endsh1p neth_rKs over the- past fzve years were .

examined.,'Four patterns of_frlendsh;p d1sso1ut1on were

.identified: physical separation, new friends replace old, - -
R o AR o T . S

growing to'dislike the friend. and interference from dating or

‘marriage.vThe transition-to'colleoe resulted‘in.a higher rate of"-

'.\_ _ .dete#1orated +r1endsh1ps than was. ev1dent dur1ng the hlgh school

co T jyears, part1cu1ar1y for women. S1gn1+1cant gender d1++erences in

.o . patterns of term1nat1on were a1so fr u phys1ca1 separatlon was

.7
.

more 11ke1y to prec1p1tate d1sso1ut1on 1n men s +r1endsh1ps, and

2. -

- dat1ng or marr1age was more. 11ke1y to 1nter+ere w1th women s.. In ¥
oL e add1t1on, women assumed s1gn1+1cant1y more. respons1b1l1ty for the B
- w . \Ia .

term1nat1on than men.-The results.are.d1scussed ‘in terms of.how

;s,/?. ﬂthe ex per1ences of the young adult lifestage m1ght result 1n:the
f’ -term1nat1on pa*terns observed. . . ﬂj' ' e . . n
" ) " ; ‘.:.-.-. . v
< . )
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Vtheory and +1nd1ngs. For 1nstance, in descrzbzng~+he

overt

Al

I_=riend'='.h:i..;':|‘}’;,ern'tinatr‘"m atterns of

,"Goilege.Women and‘Meh
T, e
' Relationship diesolution is generalfy_examined’within'thef - f}
context ot romantzc 1nvo1vement5 (e.g.s Bereoheidf&aPepiau,'19§é;‘
Duck./-we... LaBGaipa, 1992, Lev:.'nger,'t-l‘?BD, "1983) "but’i .seldorv;'from '

the standbolnt of +r1end5h1p. 'Perspectzves on the dlssnlutlon of

love re1at1onshlps are sometzmes applxcable to +r1endsh1p

'»deter1orat1on~as-we11, but the d1st1nct1ons between +r1endsh1p

\

and romantzc relat1onsh1ps often 11m1t the generallﬁab111ty of

S . \

nd1ng of

A romant;o re1at;onsh1pe,_Duok (1982) posits an 1n1t1a1a"breakdown"

. .. : -

-phase dur: g which diéSatie#actlon.wzth the re1at1onsh1p occurs;;
, . . \ )

\

and a threshold,r"I can® t stand it anymore, is reached.w_\&fi'u “;“f“‘

Frzendshlps‘,however. may dlssolve wzthout ever. erper1enc1n$\

‘breakdown." S1mp1e lack of provzmxty, a move to another cxty.\san

'\ N e i

cause gradual +ad1ng of even a best: +r1endsh1p without any ' . hewvff.ﬂ

-

1ssat15+act1on. _ o R ~ ' __-._ . \\ s
Frzendshlp termznatxon cannot be e%p1a1ned .as, merely a\ o \
. \ -
reversal of the process of becom1ng and stay1ng frzends. either.. = . L

Rather than;v ewlng termlnatlon as the mzrror-zmage of . B \

'~n4ormat1on, Duck (1982) and Duck and Lea (198”) argue that 1t is.

,\y

‘A separéte process. For eyample, one +r1end’s 1n+ormat1on about

“‘the other is not reduced as the relat:onshlp ends, as would be

eVpected in a, s1mp1e reversal. Thus, there 15 a need to evamzne
. AT o

+r1endsh1p term1n ion 1ndependent of" formation processes and to

o
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A .' . \
_distingufsh it from'other c1ose relationship endings.

'One model of dlsengagement that is app11cab1e to +r1endsh1p
R .
has been proposed by Rod1n (1987).. In -the model, four cond1t1ona

are 1dent1+1ed that separately or 1n comb1nat1on can lead to the
\ . s
d1sso1ut1on of establlshed relat1onsh1ps. F1rst one's +r1ends

~may do or say someth1ng that suddenly meets one = “d1s11Pe

cr1ter1a, that is, may v1o1ate-some expectancy strongly ﬁi_

%

assoc1ated with +r1endsh1p. Ly1ng might be,xn this category. 'Dr

second our "like cr1ter1a“.may change, we may beg1n to 1ooP for-
¢ d1++erent th1ngs in +r1ends, or: +r1ends may change and no 1onger

meet our like cr1ter1a.. Th1rd. a +r1end may be d1sp1aced f; new -

acqua1ntance may meet more of one’s 11Pe cr1ter1a or meet them

better than an o1d +r1end and gradually d1sp1ace the friend. = . ¥

Last, term1nat1on may also occur when the pleasure/cost *atxo

: ‘deyiates too #ar from an’ 1dea1 po1nt e1ther through reduced

- pleasure, as. in the case of boredom, or through too little or too

o .
a

great a cost.f. . o T 'gﬁ'i"
! . e .

S

' - . :
Both an individual’s p1ace 1n the lafe cycle and gender are

leely to 1n+luence what d1sengagement condxt1ons are, met and
how., Young adults '+r1endsh1ps dur1ng the h1gh school and
collegE'years, for 1nstance, w111 be less a#fected by the

competing interests_offcarEEr and +am11y that 1nter+ere with'older

'Jadults’rnonkin’relationshjps;” In 1ater adulthood,‘d1ffer1ng
career choices, incomeﬁieyeis, and status d1++erences often

meaken old"friendship ties,'too.: However, shar1ng a student role —

>
' 'w111 guarantee certa1n commona11t1es of erper1ence that car.yﬁ

- provzde a cont1nu1qg bas1s for young people s +r1endsh1ps. y

o
. .
B . .




'dﬁr1ng the young adult 11+estage 15 the phys1ca} and - ) /

J A '? o t . »

. Dne ‘factor wh1ch is” 11Pe1y to affect fr1endsh1p term1nat1on

i

psycholog1ca1 separat&on of +r1ende«that ot . g the-
/ .

trans1t1on from h;gh schbol to college. 'Second, an increased

comm1tment to romant1c relat1onsh1ps should cause a thhdrawalf

.

from the +r1endsh1p netWorx for the college age group (M11ardo,~_ - '}

Johnson & Huston, 198 Neznste1n, 1982).

’

Estab11sh1ng a‘heteroseyual relatnonshmp w111 probably

'affect the tern1nat1on of women® s same—sex +r1endsh1ps more

strongly than men_s. Babchuk (1964), Troll (197o), and Bell

1o

(1981a) noted a“pattern 1n‘married'coup1es in“which_the.huspand’e

+r1ends became the couples friends. ’womenfsifriends Were*LeSSj

1ntegrated 1nto the mar1ta1 networP.b If the'same'pattern occurs,
4 .

;1n dat1ng'coup1es. then the advent of a. romant1c relatxonsh1p

could e1ther d1sp1ace women s-same—sex +r1endsh1ps or 1ntens1+y
the cost of ma1nta1n1ng them 1n terms of d1++1cu1ty of schedu11ng'

o *
-1nteract1ons or comm1tt1ng t1me to them.

a

.

ﬁnother gender dlfference in 4r1endsh1p te * © been

greported by La Gaxpa (1979). The adoleséent g1r1, N atudied

’,party term1nat1on pattern has not been demonstrated ‘as common +or-

Edult'women, however.

;nterferende from a th1rd +ema1e +r1end. un11ke boys. The th1rd

'1nd1cate that 1nt1macy is. more strongly assocxated w1th women s

WE*E more 11Pe1y to attr*bute the end of a. +r1end5h1plto mfeff ' J:

Y

-

How gender affects other aepects of term1nat1on for th1s age~

. %
N

group is unPnown Bender d1++erences in ongo1ng +r1endsh1ps

Pl

+r1endsh1ps (e.g., Caldwell & Peplau. 1982, F1scher % Narus,

1981, Hrll & Std;l, 19815; whereas the basxs of’ men’s- is common

.
-
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interests (Tognoli; 19803 Bell. 1981b). whether.a sudden loss of,
1nt1macy will. then lead to declxne 1P women s friendships or.

dﬂ_whether a.change of interests will dissolve men’s remains_tofbe

. . - . .- . ) ..

~determined. - . _-;,-_ o o SR
) » o - ’ ) B . F N , oo
> A methodolog1cal problem connected -with study1ng ‘ ;' A A A

relat1onsh1p termination- has been ment1oned by Lev1nger (1980). R

Because it 1s d1+f1cult for 1nd1v1duals to d1st1ngu1sh temporary
ﬁ 9 -

downsw;ngs from absolute declznes wh1le they are occurr1ng, . o

. term1nat1on 1s most often 1dent1+1able only in retrospect. whlle

o ’

'Aretrospectlve reports do not prov1de the most accurate account of

fwhat ended a +r1endsh1p due to re1nterpretat1on of the event

;later (Duck;‘l987) they do at”leastnre+lect people's current .
”perceptxons Df_what,occurred.v'Interpretatlons; the'teelingsb o S e
'associated with.them,'ahd'individualsi-sethassessments o#-what

. . NS

' they could have done d1++erent1y 1n a. fn%endsh1p are useful to LT

'understandxng part of the process of +r1endsh1p term1natxon L

(Johnson, 1282). : ~‘.' . ' - . ) e
L Inm the&present study;'retrospec@ive accounts o¥'a'ru ently.j . )

term1nated or decerlorated same—se close +r1endsh1p of collegef,'

women and men were used to- evam1ne patterns of +r1endsh1p . -f o
ésolut1on-1n young“adults. The +1rst goal of the study was to ) : .

A . . : T
determ1ne the maJor causes and +requency of %hrendshlp : ) v T

.d1

-'termlnat1on dur1ng h1gh school and college. It was pred1cted that

go1ng to college would prec1p1tate the loss of close same—sex

- +r1endsh1ps from h1gh school. A second ObJECthE was to .

1nvest1gate gender d1++erences 1n +r1endsh1p d1ssolut1onn - ’ .

- - . -
K3 -

Spec1+1cally. 1t was hypothesx ed that a) more women _ . ' T

&
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. ‘would have lost a close»same—sev +r1end 1n the past five years ’

thad~mén, and by’ dat1ng or marr1age would be a .more 11ke1y cause

V1°f‘f%ié”d5h‘p dissolution for.wemen than for men.

o * METHOD :

) Samgle. . o S _:'v I L o : .d S ;. |

. - SubJeots were 155 undergraduates, 91 wooen”and~64 men:betaeen_ ./3 ,v;
. % -

the ages of. 17—92 years, recruxted from 1ntroductory psychology

classes at a large mxdwestern un1vers1ty, Whth an urban campus and
> - . S - . R T
commuter populat1on; 7
~ ' -

Procedure ' I S ' ' . . ) ) ," ’ ;

g ~
Subgects were asPed to 11st the1r current close +r1ends and S

e e e e e e JOR—— -

any odose +r1endsh1ps wh1ch had termxnated or dec11ned w1th1n the
o L]

past +1ve years,'spec1+y1ng ‘at what age . they had estab11shed

. each +r1endsh1p and how 1ong 1t had 'cont1nued. An explanat1on

)

..of'what,'if anything,nsubjects wished they had done dif< w=2n
guring’the friendship -also wa: ;licited. ,
Nevt, subjects.were asked to/write an’essay describing the ;- -

\

dec11ne of one close. same—-seV 4r1endsh1p that "had termxnated 1n
h1gh school‘Pr s1nce, 1+ they had one. 'Instruct1ons requested Ss to

-descnibef'what they 11ked ahd d1s11ked about the +r1endsh1p.>eﬁd

- P B : . . :
N - v EE B . L y

how ' and why it ended or dec11ned.— T s IR . : yv*
/- N oo e
In add1t1on,_Sswwerewasked_tomspectfy—how\satrsfied-they"

2 . b

been w1th twe +r1endsh1p when 1t’was at 1ts peak, how much the

_ loss oé the +r1endsh1p had affected” them. F-ow, s1gn1+1cant the,"\ f% ,i,
. A \ ) .

1oss was to tham-in terms of what was impor . mﬂt 1n the1r P1ves.v‘

and how much resmonszbz&xty they ‘assumed For the dec11ne (o—po1né L

T~ - -

. ?
‘zCBIES).Z

- S o o | | o
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. ST R . \‘>\< R AN
\ : . -. e ) ‘.' . ) N . . 4 . v' . . ...A 7 T

?e

Vo




LA

REQULTS ANDfniSCUSSiDN

[y

Four ba51c patterns ‘of close fr1endsh1p term1nat1on or ) ‘ § -

Fa

dec11ne were\1dent141abln from the 89 essays (d? womenr—o0~men)

. .’—o/'
R .

of subgects who. had ended a +r1endsh1p in-high school or .

G _’"/ "" . - L .

.51nce. phys1cai/iepar§t1on, new fr1ends replace olp, fr1end 2

. revealed or d1d somethzng that met subJect S*dzsllke cr1ter1a.\ . iy '}

/d//hterferenc due'to dating or’ marriage.,ﬁgreement Qn
] / . i . R T

//“’ -classxf;cat1on of essays”into caregories between  two independent-

raters was 94%. o L A o ' ~ o .h;

i" . ot A. Phys1ca1 Seé’rat1on. In-some.cases, moving to a new ° L,
" house ‘or c1ty was;the ‘cause of separationi then edbjepts stated . ... -
they had fa11ed to: give or obta1n the frlend’s new address before

the move. Ev -y ;he new address, ma1nta1n1ng a long-dxscance ' w._v N
'friendshipgwas 1fficult for most; who frequently'lacked'thea- . ‘.n .-
resources to visit ‘or dall thEir<friehdL Some made consistehti

efforts, hnwever, as 1nd1cated by_an»48 year old woman a*acgoﬁhtn
" -of a +r1endsh1p wh1ch ended due to a move: - _ . t_ ' -

. ’"The dec11ne in our’ +r1endsh1p happened ‘when I moved
Ce0 - " After I moved we, saw each -other regularly aqd tal ked
. on the phone :all the time.  We also would gspend. -
R . weekends -together. But it just wasn’t ‘the same. We -
’ are stilil +r1ends now but we aren t as close -

Separat1ons Laused by go1ng to d1++erent suhools were-also

/Epmmon,‘ In_someAznstances, the +r1ends went to d1+¥erent C “_;TH. Lo -f”
”iedliege;:uahd the same-patterh,of dr1¢t1ng apart,occurred as +or'.

separatipns-caueediby mpying: lIn a few other/cases. ohe friend
{1"f_wa§_d1der thah.the otherg so .the’ transxtlon £rom hxgh schooi—tot f °
college .was. not a shared eVper1en;e. Dne {9 year;old male

T ST Py

descrxbed th1s type o‘ endzng as follpws. N - R

e - B I T o

ﬂNhen I was’” at college Jn-town and-he_ﬁashamgf‘

“ e L o i L _ . j KN . SREYVE

a
-
e
-

\
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senior in h1gh school, a separat1on 6ahe up.,.We' S
did not- have a.fight or quarrel, but he leaned’ . S . T
away from me so he could 1nvo}ve ‘himsel - with his g '
senior buddies. . It~15 very understandable that
+this was‘his last high'.school. year and he _should . ; S
make the most of it, but it Was wrong for h1m to '

. Just drop me.' o . . - :
P s v. . . . ‘. D- R ] o ) _

Some sub;ects czted DthEF less drastzc separat:ons as e ' -

dzssolvzng the1r close. frzend:ths., A change 1n JDbS, a Chahge . o -_;
~ e .- - L .
of cIasses, no LQ”QEF sharxng 1DCPEF space. or sw1tch1ng from one

—

sport program to another were*some examples gzven. “‘:f o 7_ _ .
; 9“$ ’ "Fow ‘the . three """ vears; I worked .with C. E.~I“was—the' oL
.,/ » . ;‘only +r1end he kept and he- was the only +r1end I )
'/ S . Pept the entzre time. Most of .our;, -time together . .

. was spent” drznkzng if we were o++ work. When I was
‘fired I got another Job_and we hardly\ever saw- each -
other. : (21 year old man)

. 'BQl New Fr1ends. Sometxmes subJects 1nd1cated that oldly

,+r1ends had s1mp1y been replaced by new ones. A few reported
f!feelzng Jealous,aangry, or reJected by the +r1end, but for_most,' ‘ 4
sub;ects th1f trans1t1on was amzable. el -<’i T %3 _ L

LN .

"we were pretty Elose frlends in hlgh school. -.--1. .
Afterwards we started_-finhding more friends and we oy
didn™t do as. much- as we used to. "From then it Just ' -
) Eurned into & casual fr1endsh1p.' After hzgh school
e we d1dn’t see each other hardly at all. . L

. (18 year old man)lt'

7 -

:C; D1511Pe.5 Frequently SUbJECtS reported that vr1endsh1ps T

4 L

ended because the +r1end revealed or d1d~someth1ng that met the1r
N s
T

.-"dzslzke crzterza. A wzde varzety of behav1ors were reported to'; s

,result 1n d1511ke,‘1nc1ud1nb host111ty. re11gzous dszerences. ' if i Q s
drug abuse, betrayal. physx:al v1o1ence,‘and cr1t1c1sm. W\_

"T 11ked my relatxonshxp with RS R.~because we werej'l

about equal in our 'beliefs or- morals., Around the. ’ ]

beg1nn1ng of ‘last year she started. havzng problemsg:_ T 13‘ .

e with' alcohol and. her parents. "I tried 'to help her . L
SR S L every way I thought of until I +1na11y ‘told. her e o
G if she d1dn t straxghten up. our +r1endsh1p was -~ . o " S e

E through L g .. (19 year old womhn>’ﬂ~; Ll




iy few people told me that. J1m—treated gzrls lxhe i
dl;tn——l didn’t believe it. I set Him up with" my AT
g1r1+r1end’s best +r1end._ He treated her great for : R

A ].a,wh1Le- but .-then . he started going out on her. I -."- . SR
' found’ out about it.’ It was hard to believe because s S -
H’e d told me:rhe d1dn t do that. Well, that 1ost N
a good +r1endsh1p -_;; (19 year o1d man) _}h.".f‘ R
- oD Dg_l g)g; uagglgge. Estab11sh1ng a heteroseyual ;_,7_55-5{f e

relationshxp was ﬁhe +ourth maJor pattern of close +r1endsh1p

Tee . L . .--.',_,)_

dxssolut1on. N - J{:‘ _{1_{ L .-;_ :%. PR ;f 3 f“ﬁk .
"Ne1ther of us - had ‘boyfriends.so we went out to LI .;A B
< o the bars a lot.. Dur1ng the summer 'weé swam. at ) AN
- o her apartment frequeritly. - After she moved 1n . ;
w1th a guy I saw her a lot less." o e L
y s .. ) . L o _'(91 year“old woman) T
A number of subJects (41 64, N—o7) v1ewed term1nataan as a : L ?
:““‘ — /’. . e . S LI e =
process 1nvo1v1ng more than one step.~ For-eyample. one sub;ect
' . i LTt g
reported.mov1ng to be the“1n1t1a1 cause‘of the dec11ne, but then -
the separated fr1ends started dat1ng and‘neyerrsaw each other'
agaxn; Secondary causes of term;nat1on 1nc1uded phys1ca1 h;pi'_.rw;, o
Separat1on, new- +r1ends, dxslee, dat1ng or marr1age, and’a;fjfthﬁ.fiiu;f o

.

L

T

' seems that once a +r1endsh1p has beei

+r;ends,/d;s31ke, or a romant1c relatzonsh1p,.a1most'any other

-
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phase o¥“romantic relationship S

Unllke the "breakdown“

’ dissolut1on (DucP 1982); the fr*endsh1p term1nat1on process
'
'Jobserved in the present study was much more lxkely to be __M_.fb 'Mﬁuh; e

. ~. &

- _prec1p1tated by ex ternal factors, such as a- phys1cal separat;on, f:: “

- . e T

'~than by 1nternal problems. Relatzvely +ew subJects ."couldn’t

~stand 1t any more.' 1,e.; d1sl1ked the +n1endsh1p so0 much they :fyﬁ"‘ggi

_ﬁdec1ded to end 1t.‘.. s e . R o ~_-‘ LR

'

SN - . L B

o Perhaps because +r1endsh1p term1nat1on often 1acked th1s

) M . 7',-‘ K
t'clear—cut emot1ona1 response, llttle negot1at1on about how the E e T

frelat:onsh:p was to end occurred.- W1thout the externaL )
~ Ed * . v . N i el s

. _.;structural restra1nts ass oc1ated°w1th 1ove relat1onsh1ps lxke'ﬁ_" -
"publ1c announcements to +r1ends and +am1ly, many +r1endsh1psii_t“
: 'seemed to deter1orate‘past the point of be1ng salvaged w1thout L

\.v a

'fsubJects not1ng thezr decl1ne. “[f ' _; - _'_"wv.- -'f{;fT '; N
- _\ Th1s fa11ure to mon1tor the +r1endshlp was cxted as a- source
‘o of regret ‘ina many-subJects erplanatxoﬁs of what, if anythxng,_.:f17na.f Rt

.#}T 1-they would’change 1+tﬁhey-could relzve the fr1endsh1p.v Dver 47

stated they w1shed they d madc ih;
PANE - -J\

v'effort to ma1ntarni.he
”frrendsh1p or w1shed they d t:ﬂ?

n’ . c-'

Thre /o+ the patterns (separatxon. d1s11ke. ‘and dat;ng orj.

P

arr1age) suggest that sqee endxngs are. +a1r1y abrupt 1nvolv1ng . '

N

a complete cessat}on ru,1nteract1on.. However,\the assoc1ated
s

>_~emot1ons° appear ;p decl1he more gradually. The lack oF

p.

congruence between act;ons and feel1ngs -may. be one area 1nf

: 4 L -
4.

“termlnatzon d1#+ers substantially from formatron:and

- * . -
; : . ’ L s .
. . - > - -
s g - : .1 R
P L - [ . s .
© Sl . :
' (4 R - . 8 ¥ - .
. LK . " . . .
. I - v . M .
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‘As hypotmesxzed, the trans1t1on from h1gh school to college lﬁ e s/

ooincided:wfth‘a hioher-rate o+‘+r1endsh1p dlssolutaon than the

’5xpre—college ye rs. Also as pred1ctedj more women - term1nated

i +r1endsh1ps than men. Dur1ng hlgh school, 25..2 (N—23) of the 21

women and 17.?A (N=(I) of the &4 men compr1s1ng the complete ) °

x 5
sample reported hav1ng one or more close same—sey +r1endsh1ps end..

For the per1od from h1gh school to the present, the fzgures rose

to 49_.4'/ (N=4h.) -For ‘women . and 35. 6% (N.='23) for men. ';,'
>, ,'_ Dur1ng the one td two year\Eollege perxod stud1ed. new-
: e R - 0‘ P

-r1ends were also be1ng added to the nptwork. Aboutf41.22 (N = SBYT

R

'? of the wom\n and ol-ZA (N = 20) of the men hadzestablished one or

. s U 3 s TN : : . S
more new. +r1endsh1ps. . : R o ' _J?
7~ﬂ B The results suggest that the trans1t1on tthollege results » wi . .

in .a n/strgctungngfof theh;FTEhds 1p network. Due“to the smaller ?

.....

s1‘e of men’s netwonks, the 1mpact of rest tur1ng was somewhat

-
3

'greater.' Men had a mean of *.7& (SD = 1‘54) +r1en :ompared to

t
i

. 4.40 (sp = 2.48)" for - women. F(1, aﬂ) = 3.68, 5 ‘---.0..;4 -

;anhe effect of" the collez;fi>per;ence onoE’; +r1endsh1ps of ;>*<n/?-;

% the present sample 1s probab conservat1ve cqmparep to what

students at un1vers1t1es w1th res1dent1a1 fac111t1es eyper1ence.

';iyen so, g1ven that most o+ the SUbJECtS were nat1ves o+3 he

area,‘and therefore had h1gh school +r1ends 11v1ng looally. the -

0
1oss and gann of one or more +r1ends in about a one year perzod
. . . ». . -
represents a more than . 257 change in the,networks of,subJects
s : ! . -~ 1

K ~

whd had énded a friendship. @ S L T




, ;ﬂ\%wwﬂ”/f*w. ) ;..',‘ 1 .71. o e A - .
- As shown in Jable -} women = patterns of term1nat10n‘?._.'-d ' '
g1ffered s1gn1f1;ant1y from men’s, 11ke11hbod rat1o ch1square = ié.SQ,g"gf
. df.e 3,lgl<-.0u. Compared to wdmen,rdzsselved male fr1endsh1ps‘ " o
. were mor-e often prec1p1tated by phys1ca1 Eeparat1on. Dat1ng or N { k
. marriage, however, was ‘more 11ke1y to have 1nterfered w1th "
\Nomen;s eame—eeV frxendsh1ps, as pred1cted ,-Contraryvtd L L . :'?‘
i LaDa1pa s (1979 f1nd1ngs for adoleecent g1rls, college age wd?en
. were not any more 11ke1y than men to have a new same seV'fr1end f
4 i o . S , ’ ﬂ'_g;”/ .
. ) ) , "Iisert-Tabte.é abodt°here.‘f' S - o
. iﬂatxngs £ satxefactxon w1th the fr1end5h1p when 1t was at
}ts g he s1gn1f1cance of the loss 1n terms of what was .
t" .1mportant in llfe, hew much the loss. had affected subJects{ and
'how ndch respon51b111ty they aseumed for 1ts dec11ne were- R ‘
:analyeed us1ng X.%?analyses of - var:ance (sex X term1nat1dn | ‘ .
.'cause)_ No s1gn1f1cant effect df term1nat10n cause on any of the
nratxng;iwasufound.‘;ﬂ‘ l ;_;, o ;; . ' _t' _-.;“ ;
\e "On a fzve—poxnt scale (1 #'not at all. respons1b1e. 5 =fentireiy7h e
%}..:resdonszble) “women (Q 2.61) assumed s1gn1f1cant1y more"’ “ - A
Teo repon51b11{ty for the d1ssolut1on than men (M = 2.07) . ‘-} f . f'__'[fj
- F(1,82) ‘= 6£.85, g < FOI: Gender d1d not affect rat1ngs of - - ?hf ;
sat1sfact1%n w1th the fr1endsh1p when,;t wae at 1ts peak (m =:§g51);‘4_
f s1gn1f1canHF of loss (M f 2.71), or ‘how deeply the . loss had. . :‘.
affected su?;ects M e‘_.ib). u-po1nt scales {5.= h1gh1y sat1sf1ed.tl
very s1gn1f1Fant. and ve?y,deeply. respect1ve1y) ‘ _L,f._fr ‘ v .3'd.;;»f
. ‘ A’though women accepted closermto -equal’ respons1b111ty fcr
f;xﬂ.the_termxnatlcn than men, very few‘;ndxvtduals-attrzhuted ;__g._ww ‘
, S B - | \ = S
< N X | )




R // e, - . . . .l o o » .. e - _ : .- ‘ ‘ S //, e ' -
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g N - e . A L S
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. /,,:. /# L \
than equal respons1b111ty to themselves. How to intefpret5this

. '_/ \ i
+1nd1ng 1s unclear. The recognxtlon of one,
\\ o — __,_/

+r1endsh1p coulq be,a_sion of maturfty,

o —“.; ‘ * L )
“own impact-.on the -~

-1t'cou1d‘be a face— '_-". g

ee1 1ess re;ectvon in a'

B4

sav1ng dev1se."a11ow1ng the person/to
* . / . - =
d1sso1v1ng relat1onsh1p.' Further”

P e L g

esearch would be necessary to'/ N

B

o

eyplaxn the mean1ng of.. accept1ng respons1b111ty in +r1endsh1ps. \
. s . |

The moderate rat1ngs obta1ped on the qualzty of +r1endsh1p

-~

measures 1nd1cate that the irxepdsh1ps were a rather modest - .
pr1or1ty in 11+e for both the- young\men and women stud1ed.' A
' i ' o : .
number of subJe:ts seeme o be reevaluatxng the pr1or1ty of ) o
\ ‘
\ oL

L.
8 .
[

+r1endsh1p t1es relative to other re1at1onsh1ps or concerns,‘

"cost" +or

z

. however._ Some had made .a dec1s1on to pay a h1gher
LT i

| ;
+r1endsh1p in. the +utura. For 1nstance,'severa1 young ‘women . . [

stated that 1+ they could re11ve the\+r1endsh1p, they "would not - I

' W S 5 o
\het a man stand- in the wgy of a +r1endsh1p. Dthers ment1oned f‘v&\<
that theyE"wouldn t let a petty argum%nt ruin, a good +rxendsh1p._ o
"wouldn? t take the frxend'for granted. Dne subJectmassessed

or : e i
- - . . . . !

ook 4 :

"his responsibility in this way: - oo
I would confront h1m bluntly

Yif 1 could do it over,
I

nd sooner,, I would try to%comprom1se with him..
er1eve that if you wait too long, a re1at1onsh1p'
can reach a'point of no. return.' With my other: friends
now, -I try to resolve conflicts qu1ck1y before they‘y

build 1nto¢bombshe11=._

-~

-
>

'These Comments sugges

¢§ 1mportant role in the development of personaljrespons1b111ty and
l
'growth.»Further research shoulg focus on the 1mpact ‘of

term1nat1on eyper1ences on conceptxons of frlendsh1p and

_ma1ntenance s%ﬁsteg;es. BN -.’ L . o

at +a11ed +r1endsh1ps may play an'~-_¥7 e
s L
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. ) The results‘1nd1cate that thé college years.areta per1od of ) j%

g change in- young adultgh frlendsh1ps. The prec1p1tators of changé ‘“fd;;ﬁy”?
:appear to be d1f+erent for women and men. Heterosegual'::‘ : '.Nl n" ﬂg

‘ relatxonshxps ‘more severely deter women’ s same—sex‘+r1endsh1ps Ayf - _'?
- than men? s. 'In contras;, men are more‘1nc11ned to. allow phys1ca1‘;{jl ' '?gj
separation to interfere with fF}ansb}Ps.T“, . g. | :T,;- . lf;

' tg - - ' / o . ST A,

' The increased rateof'friendship‘ﬁiiiolution during the .
college transxtaon cou1d be a result of ack of da11y contact;
ipart1cu1ar1y for the phys1ca1 separat1on and dat1ng or marr1age
ﬂpatterns. In h1gh school, close +r1endsh1ps are. ma1n+a1ned

almost chlus1veyy through da11y contact (we1ss & Lowenthal,'l??S);ft

Therefore, the college years may be many young people = f1rst 'f h: L 15
-eVDErzence w1th absent fr1ends. : -_',: 7':.1. .,_‘ ""‘_.':‘hlf ;”145
Cont1nu1ng fr1endsh1ps w1thout the env1ronmenta11y 1mbosed - SR

3 contact of h1gh school requ1res a cogn1t1ve sh1ft to a more

U

~abstract*concept~o+ frzend, one 1n wh1ch the phys1ca1'presenceﬁ
of - the fr1end is not necessary for the cont1nuat1on of emot1ona1.' ;h,»j-\?

'“bonds. Effectzve strategxes for ma1nta1n1ng a stable\level of ﬂf’J # O
"emot1ona1 1nvo1vement w1thout da1;y contact:may take t1me to
'develop.i'i> g"p~_ - ' e

The results of the present study suggest that prev1ous

?je/per1ence w1th long d1stance or -absent fr1ends 1s a factor wh1ch

‘should be taken 1nto account when e~p1or1ng termxnat1on patternsf

-In add1t1on. because people S strateg1es to ma1nta1n fr1endsh1p

2

ﬂ.may be based in part. on eyper1ence w1th fafied +r1endsh1ps.

s research on. 1nd1v1dua1 d1fferences 1n frlendshlp ma1ntenance

'should also assess. young adults term1nat1on h1stor1es.‘ - ; it
wtt : oo _ . v o L
0. T et . * P PN <

P e
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